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Person with Possible Suicidal Risk 

Screen for Suicide Risk 

(C-SSRS) 

Negative 

Suicide 

Screen 

Engage 

and/or 

continue 

treatment 

plan on 

primary 

presenting 

symptoms 

and 

problems 

Positive Suicide Screen 

New Patient Evaluation/Establish Acuity and Imminent Risk 

And Access to Means 

Low Acuity 

Within the past 1 month: 

Wish to Be Dead 

More than 1 month ago: 

Non-specific Active Suicidal 

Thoughts 

Active Suicidal Ideation with 

Any Methods (Not Plan) with 

no intent to act 

No History of Suicidal 

 

• Within past 3 months: 

o Non-suicidal Self-

injurious Behavior 

Intermediate Acuity 

At least one of the 

following: 

Within the past 1 month: 

Non-specific Active Suicidal 

Thoughts 

Active Suicidal Ideation with 

Any Methods (Not Plan) 

without Intent to Act 

More than 1 month ago: 

Active Suicidal Ideation with 

Some Intent to Act, without 

Specific Plan 

Active Suicidal Ideation with 

Specific Plan and Intent 

And/or Suicidal Behavior in 

last 3 months 

High Acuity 

Suicidal Ideation 

At least one of the following: 

Within the past 1 month: 

Active Suicidal Ideation with 

Some Intent to Act, without 

Specific Plan 

Active Suicidal Ideation with 

Specific Plan and Intent 

And/or Suicidal Behavior 

within last 3 months 

Intermediate or High Level of Acuity in combination to Access to 

Means requires Immediate intervention (Active Rescue) 

*VSP *911 *Mobile Crisis Unit 



 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete Risk Formulation Integrating 

Risk and Protective Factors and Red Flags 

Low Acuity 

Active 

Monitoring 

Outpatient 

mental 

health 

therapy 

Low/ Intermediate 

Acuity 

Safety Planning 

Outpatient mental 

health therapy 

Medication 

management of co-

occurring psychiatric 

conditions 

Intermediate Acuity 

Outpatient mental 

health therapy with 

Suicide-focused 

Strategies 

Medication 

management of co-

occurring 

psychiatric 

conditions 

Intensive 

Outpatient Program 

(IOP) 

IOP and Partial 

Hospitalization 

Program List 

Partial 

Hospitalization 

Intermediate/High Acuity 

Immediate Intervention: 

Safety Planning 

Long Term: 

Outpatient mental health 

therapy with Suicide-

focused Strategies 

Medication management 

of co-occurring psychiatric 

conditions 

Intensive Outpatient 

Program (IOP) 

IOP and Partial 

Hospitalization Program 

List 

Partial/Full Hospitalization 

High Acuity 

Immediate 

Intervention 

Evaluation 

at an 

Emergency 

Department 

or local 

psychiatric 

crisis center 

to 

determine 

appropriate

ness of 

psychiatric 

hospitalizati

on to 

maintain 

safety 



 

 

Trainings for staff: 

QPR: Question, Persuade Refer.   

Introductory information to Suicide Awareness and Prevention  

C-SSRS: Columbia Suicide Severity Rating Scale 

  https://cssrs.columbia.edu/training/training-research-setting/  

CALM: Counseling on Access to Lethal Means 

 https://www.sprc.org/resources-programs/calm-counseling-access-lethal-

means  

CAMS: Collaborative Assessment and Management of Suicidality  

ASIST: Applied Suicide Interventions Skills Training  

 

 

 

Person With 
possible Suicidal 

Ideation

Screen of Suicidal 
Risk

Assess Level of 
Acuity and Access 

to Means

Identify Imminet 
Risk and Safty 

Factors

Safty Plan

Treatment Plan

https://cssrs.columbia.edu/training/training-research-setting/
https://www.sprc.org/resources-programs/calm-counseling-access-lethal-means
https://www.sprc.org/resources-programs/calm-counseling-access-lethal-means

